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The Massachusetts Educational Theater Guild welcomes the support of 

Enchant Your Students
 

“The theatre is a wonderful place, 
a house of strange enchantment, 

a temple of illusion. ”                        
          Noel Coward 

 As the Massachusetts Educational Theater Guild begins its 87th year of theater 
activities for middle and high school students, we continue to expand our programming 
to reach as many schools as we can. 

 As members of the METG, you and your students can participate in all the exciting 
activities planned for our upcoming season. And you'll be in good company! You will 
join enthusiastic students and directors from over 180 of the Commonwealth's public, 
independent, and parochial secondary schools and middle schools who annually take 
advantage of the Guild's special programs and events.

 For more information, email the METG Coordinator at metg@metg.org or visit  For more information, email the METG Coordinator at metg@metg.org or visit 
the Guild website:  http://www.metg.orgthe Guild website:  http://www.metg.org



How Can The METG 
Help Build Your Program?

For Teachers:
> Workshops
> Masterclasses
> Mentorships
> Urban Outreach
> Interscholastic  Collaborations

For Students:
> Acting Opportunities
> Design opportunities
> Contests



NEW 
PROGRAM!

In 2017-18, the METG will merge with Boston Live Theater Project (BLTP),  a program 
begun in Boston in 2013 to introduce high school students from diverse backgrounds 
to the world of live, professional theater.  

Schools participating in this program will select four students and one faculty member 
to attend an Orientation program and six Wednesday matinees in Boston’s leading 
theaters over the course of the academic year.  Following every performance, students 
and teachers from BLTP will divide into small groups for a 60-minute roundtable 
discussion held on site and led by an experienced drama educator.  

The goal of this format is not only to 
encourage an exchange of ideas and 
opinions within each group but also to 
foster inter-school relationships and the 
experience of forming a peer group outside 
one’s immediate community.  The program 
is off ered free of cost to the participating 
schools.  Students and teachers who sign 
on for BLTP will be expected to commit to 
showing up on time for the Orientation and 
all six performances and participating in the 
post-production discussions in a thoughtful 
manner.
 
To get more information on this program and how your school can apply, contact the 
METG Coordinator at metg@metg.org  

http://www.metg.org4
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The Boston Theatre Celebration is a one-day 
performance and workshop opportunity for 
students to share work, receive feedback, and 
forge connections with students in other urban 
schools in a non-competitive format that can lead 
to collaboration and support for years to come.

Who’s eligible?
Open to Boston high schools – both public and private. Each school presents a theatrical performance under 
40 minutes in length that may include a one-act play, individual scenes and monologues, songs, or improv 
sketches. Schools will be provided with common set pieces: doorways,  chairs, tables, and cubes. What you 
and your students do with those limited means will be a window into your creativity and innovation. There 
is no charge to participating schools this year.

Each performance receives a live, on-stage feedback 
session with METG adjudicators chosen from a pool 
of working theatre professionals and educators in 
Boston. Adjudicators will recognize outstanding 
students, and students will collaborate to create 
tributes and celebrations of each other’s work.

Throughout the day, students will have structured 
opportunities to meet and make new friends with 
other students. 

If you are a teacher supporting a theatre program in 
a Boston high school, METG can provide support and 
logistics to make sure that this is a positive experience 
for you and your students. You know your schools 
best, and you know what you need. Let us know!

METG will provide support in any of the following ways:

• Free METG membership for new city member schools.  A free year of Guild activities for your students!

• Mentor educators for technical and artistic advice and feedback for those schools that may have the 
desire to participate, but do not have the experience.

• Production-in-a-Box: digital templates for important materials (calendars, fl yers, permission slips) as 
well as helpful “how-tos” addressing everything from auditions to dress rehearsals.

• Teaching artists to help provide artistic and technical support as directors, assistant directors, or 
technical directors.

For more information, email the METG Coordinator at metg@metg.org
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A Unique Opportunity

School theatre programs provide a home where students can feel accepted, valued, and part 
of something larger than themselves.  Given that the creative process of mounting a full scale 
musical is daunting, this grant endeavors to identify and fi nancially support the improvement 
of fl edgling musical theater programs in middle and high schools in Massachusetts. The 
“World of Possible” Improvement Grant is part of Lexus’ pledge to better children’s lives—
allowing them to pursue their dreams. This program also ensures improvement by giving 
these students the chance to be recognized for their achievements in theatre arts as part of 
the MET Awards Program.

Who is eligible to apply:   All 
members of the METG who currently 
produce at least one musical production 
per year.

To fi nd full details and application 
materials, email the METG Coordinator 
at METG@metg.org.
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The Massachusetts Theatre Celebration, much like its 
Boston counterpart, is a one-day performance and 
workshop that replaces the former non-competitive 
festival. 

Open to all Massachusetts high schools - both public 
and private. Schools may present any theatrical event: 
one-act plays, scenes, monologues, songs or improv 
sketches. The time limit is 40 minutes. Schools will be 
provided with common set pieces or may bring their 
own sets. 

Each school will receive an oral adjudication from the 
stage directly following their performance provided 
by seasoned METG professionals. At the end of the 
day, adjudicators will recognize outstanding student 
actors and technicians with awards for excellence. 
Workshops during the day will provide students the 
opportunity to meet and learn about the craft in a 
enjoyable atmosphere.  This non-competitive program 

is a great opportunity for new directors and 
students to improve their skills with the 
feedback  gathered from the adjudicators.  
It’s a perfect way for new school programs 
to prepare for eventually entry into the 
annual state drama festival. The event will 
provide a collaborative atmosphere where 
process and product come together to help 
build confi dence and skill.
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The Festival Experience!
Participation in our annual one day drama festival in the spring 
provides your students with a unique opportunity to share their 
work with other member schools. 

Professional adjudicators evaluate your students’ work and 
present awards for both acting and technical excellence in your 
production. This year, you will have the choice of a Saturday or 
Sunday festival in late April. 

Join the 
Celebration!

This year, the Massachusetts Middle School 
Drama Guild marks its 20th year of activities.  

A Middle School Workshop Day is scheduled 
for the fall when your students can come 
together and learn new skills in a fun, inclusive 
atmosphere.

You and your students can also take part in 
our regular workshops, contest opportunities, 
Master Classes, Teacher’s Workshops, Middle 
School Drama Festival and the Musical Theater 
Awards Program. 

Middle School Drama Division
Events for 2017 - 2018

Join us for workshops, contests, and the contagious energy of Festival 2018. For more information, check out 
our website at http://www.metg.org.
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New Opportunities
This year the METG will hold its fi rst annual Middle School Costume 
Design Contest and Middle School Monologue Contest. The competitions 
are open to any student enrolled in a Massachusetts middle school. The 
winners of the competitions will receive cash prizes and be recognized at 
the METG Awards Night in the Spring. The contest judging day for both 
competitions will be Saturday, January 20, 2018 at Stony Brook School in 
Westford. The contest application deadline is January 5, 2018.

NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL CONTESTS!

Student Monologue Contest
The contest is open to any student from a member middle school. Students 
should prepare one monologue that is one to two minutes in length. It 
can be from any classic or contemporary play. Two adjudicators will use 
the METG’s monologue rubric to independently score each performance 
in the areas of character development, vocal work, physicality and overall 
presentation.  Students with the highest scores will be given awards at 
a ceremony in the spring, along with the winners of all the other METG 
contests.

Application materials and a copy of the rubric are available on our website 
at metg.org. The deadline for entry is January 5th.

Costume Design Contest
Calling all student costumers!  The METG invites middle school students to 
submit a series of original costume designs for this year’s contest.

The rules are simple:
• The applicant’s design concept must be original and 
its rendering must be exclusively his or her own work. 
Designs are to be illustrated on 11” x 17” paper in color 
using the medium of your choice.
• Submit one costume design for each of (2) two 
separate characters that appear in a play of your choice. 
Designs may have a clear overlay to show coat or 
outerwear. You may include actual swatches of fabric to 
be used in making the costume.
• Designer should be able to explain why he/she chose 
the design and color for the particular play.

Application materials and a copy of the rubric are available on our website at metg.org. The deadline for 
entry is January 5th.
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A Unique Opportunity
Through the generous support of BROADWAY IN 
BOSTON, the METG has created an educational 
project to reach those students and teachers 
who enjoy the experience of singing and dancing 
their way through a full scale musical theater 
production.

sponsored by
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How It Works
This program off ers both middle and high 
school teachers a season-long opportunity 
to bring experienced adjudicators 
into their theaters where they receive 
professional feedback on their hard work 
creating musical theater productions. The 
participating students and teachers benefi t 
from the educational expertise, vital to 
improving their program. 

An MET MUSICAL AWARDS ceremony 
in June 2018 will then recognize student 
excellence across several performance, 
design, and production categories. 

Who is eligible
In order to participate in the program, a 
production must meet the following criteria:

  • METG Member and Non-Member middle 
and high schools may apply by paying the 
appropriate fee.
 • The production must have opened its 
scheduled performance run before May 13th.
  • A completed MET Application and entry fee 
must be submitted to the Guild Administrative 
Assistant 15 days PRIOR to the production's 
opening performance. 

For full details and application 
materials, visit http://www.metg.org
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A Distinguished 
Tradition

The Massachusetts High School 
Drama Festival, begun in 1931 under  
the name of "Massachusetts Drama 
Day," is the Guild's largest event 
of the year, which annually draws 
more than 115 participating member 
schools. Now in its ninth decade, this 
play competition is open to every 
public, independent, and parochial 
high school in the Commonwealth.
Through participation in Festival, 
students with interests in acting, 
directing, and technical theater 
gain valuable performance and 
production experience.

Organization of Festival
The Festival is organized on three levels - preliminary, semi-
fi nal and state. Student excellence is recognized at each level, 
including the selection of an All-Star Company at the fi nals. Two 
schools chosen at the State Festival represent Massachusetts 
in the New England Drama Festival, the regional showcase of 
secondary school theatre.

2018 marks the 87th anniversary 
of the Massachusetts High School 
Drama Festival. More than 4500 
students participated in last year's 
event with over 2,500 people 
attending the METG State Festival.

The Massachusetts High School 
Drama Festival
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Come up with an image - simple, 
creative and original - to identify this 
year's Drama Festival. After all, it is 
your festival - why not make it your 
logo, too?

Students in grades 5 - 9 are eligible 
to enter the middle school contest; 
students in grades 9 - 12 are eligible for 
the high school contest.

The winning design will be emblazoned 
on the offi  cial Drama Festival T-shirt, 
and the artists will receive a cash prize 
at the annual Evening with the Stars 
ceremony in April.

Application details are found on our 
website at http://metg.org

Drama Festival Logo Design Contests
An invitation to all artists!

The Guild continues its  “Spirit of Festival” video 
competition. The goal is to showcase student-developed 
original videos that promote the theme for festival 
as a celebration of theater.The winning video will be 
showcased during the state festival fi nals in Boston.

For further information, email your interest to the 
Guild Coordinator at metg@metg.org. Details will be 
available online at http://metg.org

METG Festival Video Contest
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Sherwood Collins Playwriting Contest
sponsored by

Attention aspiring 
playwrights!

If you have a story to tell, the Theater Guild invites 
you to submit a one-act play to the Sherwood Collins 
Playwriting Contest sponsored by JAC Publishing & 
Promotions. Since its inception in 1983, the playwriting 
contest has generated over 737 student-written plays. 
Winning playwrights will receive a cash prize. The fi rst-
place winning play will also receive a 10-minute staged 
reading as well as have the opportunity to publish the 
work professionally. 

METG Costume Design Contest

Calling all costumers!

The Theater Guild invites you to submit a series 
of costume designs for this year's contest. Any 
Massachusetts student in grades 9-12 is eligible 
for the design competition.

The winning set of designs will receive a cash 
prize and be on display at The Massachusetts 
State Drama Festival Finals.

14

JAC Publishing & Promotions
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The Theater Guild off ers a contest to students in grades 9 - 11 to let them 
demonstrate their talent with a partner in an acting scene. Acting partners must 
perform one scene, not to exceed three minutes.

Applicants are judged on the basis 
of the actors' ability to demonstrate 
concentration, control of material, 
fl exibility and versatility of voice, 
movement and expression.

Winning partners will receive a 
cash prize during the METG Awards 
Ceremony. Application available 
online.

METG Scene Partner Contest

Underclassmen take note!

Scenic Design Contest

This METG contest is now open to high school students in grades 9-12. 
Applicants will select a scene from a published play of their own choosing and 
design a set for that choice.  Check the METG website early for application 
details.

Design concepts must be original and the scenic rendering must be exclusively 
the applicant's own work. Applicants will present their designs to a pair of 
professional designers. Judging will be based on the presentation of the 
quality of the design's concept and execution, and its appropriateness to the 
selected play.
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METG College Scholarship Programs

Doug Ingalls Memorial 
Acting Scholarships
Auditions take place in December. Each applicant must 
perform two contrasting monologues, not to exceed a 
total time limit of four minutes.

The emphasis during the auditions is on presentation 
and performance. Auditions are open to students in 
their senior year. Application available online at METG.
ORG.

The Theater Guild, through the sponsorship of generous donor foundations, 
will award a designated number of scholarships to eligible high school seniors 
based on talent demonstrated in an acting audition. Since its inception in 1992, 
the METG has awarded $82,100 to 138 college-bound students.

Thomas Marcello Memorial 
Education Scholarship

As a theater educator at Joseph 
Case High School for over 40 
years, Tom Marcello introduced 
thousands of students to the joy of 
theater and created a community 
of collaboration where actors and 
theater tech students thrived. He 
nurtured his students’ talents that 
they subsequently used the rest of their lives. In honor of his dedication 
to his students, the METG has established a scholarship in his name to 
help support students who go on to study to be educators in hopes that 
they will share his love of the art with the next generation of students.

To apply for this opportunity, see the details on our website at METG.
ORG.
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Students in grades 9-12 may enter the new Makeup & Hair Design 
Contest.

The applicant’s design concept must include (4) four separate 
characters that appear in one scene/act of a play of your choice. Designs 
may have a clear overlay to show changes. Designs should include 

photos of models as examples of the 
makeup/hair design. The designer 
should be able to explain why he/
she chose the design and color 
palette for the particular character.

For further information, email your 
interest to the Guild Coordinator at 
metg@metg.org.

Lighting Design Contest

The METG instituted a new contest in 
2015 in lighting design. The applicant will 
select scenes from a published play of 
his or her choosing and design lighting 
for those choices. The applicant’s design 
concept must be original and its rendering 
must be exclusively his or her own work. 
Judging will be based on the quality of the 
design’s concept and execution and its 
appropriateness to the selected play. Design 

Makeup & Hair Design Contest

applicants will present their entries in person on the day of the 
contest competition. Judges will interview design applicants
Recognizing that good lighting design takes careful 
thought and detailed preparation, applicants are 
advised to apply well in advance of the November 
deadline.Students in grades 9 - 12 are eligible to apply.
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METG Student/Teacher Workshop Programs

In addition to the Middle School Workshop Day, the METG off ers a day 
of theater workshops for high school and middle school students and 
their teachers in January at Bridgewater State College to enhance their 
performing, directing and technical skills.

Also, in an eff ort to meet the continuing educational needs of teachers, 
the Guild provides workshop opportunities for individuals who direct 
student plays, teach 
theater-related courses, 
or plan arts curriculum.

Teacher workshops are 
fi ve hours in length. The 
Guild provides teachers 
with a certifi cate of 

attendance upon completion of each workshop. 

Information for both programs is available online at  http://www.
metg.org.

Acting Shakespeare
Audition Techniques
Choreography 
Physical Comedy
College Audition
Improvisation
Mask Making

METG Masterclass
Workshop Program

Masterclass workshops
 include:

The Guild off ers its members a choice of twelve two-hour 
workshops taught by theater professionals who come directly 
to your school.

Workshops may also be designed specifi cally to fi t the need 
of a show you are preparing. For information, email the METG 
coordinator metg@metg.org.

Lighting
Makeup
Scene Study
Stage Combat
Vocal Technique
Puppetry
Dialects
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The Massachusetts Educational Theater Guild (METG) provides 
opportunities for students and teachers to create, share and evaluate 
theatrical productions, based on the premise that this experience 
not only fosters creative thinking, personal confi dence, valuable 
communication skills and appreciation of diverse ideas and cultures 
but also fosters the next generation of artists, audiences and patrons.

METG, INC.
P.O. Box 2538
Mashpee MA 02649


